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SPANISH LEVELS 1-2

About the Course
Spanish 1-2 is a two-semester course for first-year language learners.  Spanish 1 is the Fall Semester and Spanish 2 is the Spring Semester.  The level-one students acquire functional vocabulary relative to daily life. They begin to comprehend written and spoken language and develop the ability to speak and write simple sentences in the target language. Cultural awareness is embedded in other learning activities and strengthened through readings, videos, music, and projects.  Active participation in the target language (Spanish) is necessary.  The goal for all World Language teachers and students across Omaha Public Schools is to use the target language at least 90% of the time.
Spanish 1-2 is comprised of 4 units, or themes.  The goal is to focus on each theme for a quarter.  These themes will be broken into smaller chunks for accessibility.  However, there will be a large assessment at the end of each quarter that brings it all together.  The themes and their content are listed below.  You may notice that the number of topics covered in each unit becomes fewer as the year goes on.  This is because the students continue working on and refining their abilities in the previous units while they learn the new information.

Unit 1		Let’s Hang Out!
Topics include - Greetings, Introductions, & Leave Takings, Spelling, Numbers, Formal and Informal Language, Dates, Weather and Describing people
Unit 2 		This is Who We Are
Topics include – School, Family, Health, Telling Time
Unit 3		Let’s Be Trendy!
Topics include - Food & Restaurants, Clothes & Fashion, Likes & Dislikes, Comparisons
Unit 4		Let’s Play
Topics include – Sports, Leisure Activities, Expressing Opinions

Goal
The goal for students at the end of Spanish 1-2 is to reach the proficiency level of Novice Mid.  This means that students will be able to do the following things -
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Learning Activities
We will be doing a variety of activities, in class and as homework.  These will use all modes of communication – reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  In general, we will use class time for the delivery of instruction and group/pair work.  Outside of class time, students will complete vocabulary activities on a variety of applications, watch videos, and respond to prompts.  Outside of class activities are not designed to take very long but they are important as they allow for individual practice.  Even if there is no assigned homework, you should spend approximately 15 minutes a day going over their vocabulary and their notes or doing other activities in Spanish.  This is an expectation because the more exposure a person gets to a word, the more likely they are to learn it.


Applications and Websites
In addition to the Microsoft applications, such as Teams, Word, PowerPoint, One Drive, etc., we frequently will use the applications and websites listed below.  Additional websites or apps may be used as needed.
Quizlet
Kahoot!
	Boomlearning.com
	WordReference.com
	Formative.com

Supplies
It is imperative that you bring your iPad to class every day.  In addition, please bring ear buds or headphones for listening activities.  A notebook or loose-leaf paper is recommended for notes.  
I will provide a folder for each student who wishes to have one.  This folder may be left in the classroom or taken home.  However, please remember to bring it to class every day if you choose to take it home.

Class Norms and Expectations
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Accountable, Be Safe, and Be Kind.
General Expectations
1.   Rules and guidelines set in the student handbook will apply in this class, as well as all safety contract 
rules.
2.   This is a foreign language classroom, that being said no one, not even the teacher, will speak perfectly 
at all times.  Be respectful of people using the Spanish.
3.   Participate in class.  
4.  Be on time.
5.  Bring your iPad to class every day.  Please make sure to charge it overnight or to bring your charger.
6.   When doing written work, I expect everything to be in your own words.  I will be able to tell if something 
is plagiarized, copied or if you use a translator.
7.  Per District regulations, masks are required in the classroom and should cover your mouth AND your    
nose.
8. Food is not allowed in the classroom.  This is due to Covid regulations and to prevent pests.

Rules are subject to change as new situations arise throughout the school year.  Any new expectations will be announced appropriately.

Grading

OPS uses the standards-based grading scale. Every assignment will be registered under the following grading scale:
	
	A
	=
	3.26-4

	B
	=
	2.51-3.25

	C
	=
	1.76-2.50

	D
	=
	1.01-1.75

	F
	=
	0.00-1.00



There are three types of assignments that you will see in Infinite Campus.  Practice assignments are not figured into your grade but are there to show if a student is completing their work.  Formative assessments are worth 35% of the total grade.  These are smaller, more informal assessments for a student’s knowledge, such as short quizzes or homework assignments.  Summative assessments are worth 65% of the grade and are usually tests or projects.  These percentages are set by the district.
It is important that you do every assignment as they are all designed to help with the learning process.  

Teacher and Contact Information
Deborah Buchholz (Señora B.)
Email me at:							Call me at:
deborah.buchholz@ops.org					531-299-4005
My preferred method of communication is email.  It is often more efficient to communicate in this manner because both parties can respond at their convenience.  Emails are great for providing information about students and asking questions that do not involve deep explanations.  Telephone calls may be more appropriate when a conversation is necessary to discuss a topic in depth.  Also, many people prefer the telephone for various reasons.  Therefore, please contact me in whichever manner you prefer.  I will respond accordingly unless a telephone conversation is required.
I will return emails and phone calls within 24-48 hours, although many times I will respond much quicker.  


Why Learn a Second (or Third, etc) Language?
According to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language[footnoteRef:1], learning another language has many benefits.  Besides the more obvious reasons such as globalization, immigration, and world travel, learning another language has academic and cognitive advantages as well.  These benefits include: [1:  https://www.actfl.org/resources/guiding-principles-language-learning/benefits-language-learning] 

· Enhanced problem-solving skills
· Improved verbal and spatial abilities
· Improved memory function
· Enhanced creative thinking capacity
· Higher standardized test scores
· Higher reading achievement
· Expanded vocabulary in their first language
· Higher academic performance at the college level
Why learn Spanish?
Spanish is spoken in 22 countries, including in North America, South American, Europe, Africa, and the Caribbean[footnoteRef:2].  As of 2017, over 572 million people speak Spanish worldwide, of which 477 million people are native speakers.  An estimated 41 million US residents, or 13.5% of the population, speak Spanish at home.[footnoteRef:3]  That is approximately 13% of the population.  In Nebraska, approximately 130,000 people speak Spanish, which is just over 7% of the population.[footnoteRef:4]  The prevalence of Spanish within our society means that speaking Spanish can increase opportunities in the workforce and income, even without a college education. [2:  https://english.elpais.com/elpais/2017/11/29/inenglish/1511950198_079424.html]  [3:  https://www.cnn.com/2013/09/20/us/hispanics-in-the-u-s-/index.html]  [4:  https://datausa.io/profile/geo/nebraska#demographics] 

Plus, it’s fun!  Great music, art, food, etc.  Music is always better when you understand the words!  Ordering food in Spanish at a Mexican restaurant is a big ego boost!  
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Proficiency Levels

Communication
1.1.b Participate in basic exchanges in structured contexts about familiar and predictable topics using high-frequency vocabulary and phrasing.

1.2.b Identify elements of the explicit meaning of messages containing high-frequency vocabulary, predictable language structures, and/or extra-
linguistic support.

1.3.b Present information on familiar and predictable topics using high-frequency vocabulary and phrases in structured contexts.
1.4.b Identify differences in language structures of phrases during predictable situations between target language and English
1.4.b.2 Identify differences in phonics/intonation between target language and English

Culture

2.1.b Identify products, practices, and perspectives using high-frequency vocabulary and phrases.

2.2.b Identify and react with simple expressions and idioms unique to the languages and cultures studied.

2.3.b Identify some typical products related to familiar everyday life of the target language cultures and their own.

Connections

3.1b Apply high-frequency vocabulary and predictable language structures to accomplish tasks or show understanding of concepts in other content
areas and/or situations beyond the classroom.

Communities

4.1.b Identify college and career options that incorporate the language studied using high-frequency vocabulary and predictable language structures.
4.2.b Use digital tools to select, categorize, and paraphrase information that tends to use high-frequency words and phrases in structured contexts.
Cognition

5.1.b Use simple words or phrasing to identify what concepts, skills, or information have been learned.

5.1b. Identify what concepts, skills, or information are desired using simple words or phrasing.
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